Attorney Docket No. 2003P01783WOUS 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims to cancel Claims 1-8 and add new Claims 9-28 as 
follows, this listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Claims 1-8 (Canceled) 

9. (New) A washing machine comprising a laundry tub having a rear wall 
with a first facing surface and a laundry driving system located therein, that can be driven 
from outside the tub by a disk-shaped drive element having a second facing surface, the 
first and second facing surfaces facing one another, wherein at least one of the first and 
second facing surfaces has a surface structure and a cover disposed over the surface 
structure homogenizing the surface structure and providing a substantially flat disc- 
shaped surface. 

10. (New) The washing machine according to claim 9, further comprising a 
pulley serving as a drive element comprising a rim which guides the belt and a number of 
spokes which connect a hub to the rim, wherein the spokes are provided with a cover 
over the second facing surface having a substantially flat disc-shaped surface. 

1 1 . (New) The washing machine according to claim 9, wherein the rear wall 
of the tub includes spoke-like reinforcements obtained from a meander-shaped folding of 
the base wall, a substantially flat disc-shaped cover being disposed over the spoke-like 
reinforcements. 

12. (New) The washing machine according to claim 9, wherein the cover 
includes a film. 

13. (New) The washing machine according to claim 12, wherein the film 
includes a highly flexible plastic film. 
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14. (New) The washing machine according to claim 12, wherein the film is 
affixed by means of mechanical means to at least one of the drive element and to the rear 
wall. 

15. (New) The washing machine according to claim 11, further comprising a 
pulley serving as a drive element comprising a rim which guides the belt and a number of 
spokes which connect a hub to the rim, wherein the spokes are provided with a cover 
over the second facing surface having a substantially flat disc-shaped surface, the cover 
includes a film at least partially glued to at least one of the drive element and to the rear 
wall. 

16. (New) The washing machine according to claim 15, wherein the film is 
glued to at least one of the spokes of the drive element and the spoke-like reinforcements 
of the tub. 
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17. (New) A washing machine comprising: 
a tub including a rear wall having a hub; 

a drum disposed within the tub and mounted for rotation with respect to 

the tub; 

a pulley disposed adjacent the rear wall and driving the drum and having a 
pulley hub, a rim, and multiple spokes extending between the pulley hub and rim; 

a cover mounted on the pulley covering the spokes and providing a 
substantially flat disc-shaped surface facing the rear wall. 

18. (New) The washing machine according to claim 17, further comprising a 
shaft extending through the hub of the tub and connecting the pulley and the drum to one 
another, the drum and the shaft rotating in response to rotation of the pulley; 

19. (New) The washing machine according to claim 17, wherein the cover 
includes a flexible plastic film material. 

20. (New) The washing machine according to claim 17, wherein the cover is 
mounted on the pulley with an adhesive. 

21. (New) The washing machine according to claim 17, wherein the cover is 
mounted on the pulley with a mechanical fastener. 

22. (New) The washing machine according to claim 17, wherein the rear wall 
of the tub includes multiple spoke-like reinforcements extending radially outwardly from 
the hub and cavities formed between the spoke-like reinforcements, the washing machine 
further comprising a second cover mounted on the tub covering the spoke-like 
reinforcements of the rear wall and providing a substantially flat disc-shaped surface 
facing the pulley. 
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23. (New) A washing machine comprising: 

a tub including a rear wall having a hub, multiple spoke-like 
reinforcements extending radially outwardly from the hub, and cavities formed between 
the spoke-like reinforcements; 

a drum disposed within the tub and mounted for rotation with respect to 

the tub; 

a pulley disposed adjacent the rear wall and driving the drum; 
a cover mounted on the tub covering the spoke-like reinforcements of the 
rear wall and providing a substantially flat disc-shaped surface facing the pulley. 

24. (New) The washing machine according to claim 23, further comprising a 
shaft extending through the hub of the tub and connecting the pulley and the drum to one 
another, the drum and the shaft rotating in response to rotation of the pulley; 

25. (New) The washing machine according to claim 23, wherein the cover 
includes a flexible plastic film material. 

26. (New) The washing machine according to claim 23, wherein the cover is 
mounted on the rear wall with an adhesive. 

27. (New) The washing machine according to claim 23, wherein the cover is 
mounted on the rear wall with a mechanical fastener. 

28. (New) The washing machine according to claim 23, wherein the pulley 
includes a pulley hub, a rim, and multiple spokes extending between the pulley hub and 
rim, the washing machine further comprising a second cover mounted on the pulley 
covering the spokes and providing a substantially flat disc-shaped surface facing the rear 
wall, the cover and second cover being formed from a flexible plastic film material. 
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